
18   American Nurse Today       Volume 12, Number 6                                                                                                                               AmericanNurseToday.com

AS THE FRONTLINE DEFENSE in many healthcare facil-
ities, nurses and their knowledge of infection control prin-
ciples and confidence in infection control protocols are
essential to maintaining the well-being and safety of their
patients and themselves. ANA continues its long-standing
commitment to infection control through partnerships
with organizations such as the Association for Profession-
als in Infection Control and Epidemiology (APIC) and the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) to
provide RNs with effective tools and resources.   

One collaborative effort, the ANA/APIC Resource
Center, arose from lessons learned from the 2014 Ebola
crisis. The center is a centralized, web-based informa-
tion site organized into four main categories: healthcare-
associated infections, emerging infectious diseases, per-

sonal protective equipment,
and hand hygiene. In form-
ing the resource, ANA, APIC,
and other external stakehold-
ers sought to identify and 
address knowledge gaps in
evidence-based infection pre-
vention and to control prac-
tices among their members.
The Resource Center helps
members stay apprised of the
latest developments about

emerging threats through website resources, links to
stakeholder initiatives, and educational programs and
opportunities. You can visit the ANA/APIC Resource
Center at www.nursingworld.org/ANA-APIC.

ANA continues its partnership with the CDC through
a 2-year contract in which ANA provides technical as-
sistance to the CDC on how to best frame, format, and
disseminate infection control content, materials, and in-
formation to reach nurses. ANA is leveraging existing
partnerships with 20 nursing specialty organizations
and the CDC in developing the Nursing Infection Con-
trol Education (NICE) Network. Launched in February
of this year, the NICE Network seeks to empower nurs-

es to protect themselves and their patients by providing
real-time, tailored infection control training to nurses.
ANA believes the educational materials and training de-
veloped through the network will increase nurses’ ad-
herence to and confidence in infection control proto-
cols, including prevention of healthcare-associated
infections and providing care for patients with highly
contagious diseases. In the first year, the following
progress has been made.
• ANA partnered with the American Association of Col-

leges of Nursing, the National Association of Clinical
Nurse Specialists, and the National Association of Di-
rectors of Nursing Administration in Long Term Care
to better understand the current state of nursing edu-
cation and training needs. The information gathered
was used to inform educational content. 

• In collaboration with the CDC and Medscape, ANA
contributed to the development of infection control
training modules, ensuring educational material ap-
plicable to nurses nationwide. For the remainder of
the project period, the NICE Network will dissemi-
nate relevant, customized infection control education
free of charge to nurses. 
For more information on upcoming educational events

and infection control resources, please visit the NICE
Network at www.nursingworld.org/InfectionPrevention
ControlEducation.                                                
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